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Christians dare not get caught up in the trauma 
that faces the world today! 

So many things are uncertain. The outlook of 
the economy frightens some to the point of 
actually taking their own lives. I even heard a 
Christian remark the other day, ‘‘I wonder where 
it will all end?’’ With the passages of Scripture so 
clear on just how it is going to end, it makes one 
wonder if a statement like that is born of 
ignorance of the Word of God or unbelief. 

And, that is not to say that a lot of things are 
not on shaky ground these days; it’s just that the 
Church of God isn’t! 

In the financial world, where would you feel safe 
in investing your income? Underriding all is that 
queezy feeling that any earthly investment could 
disappear as rapidly as snow in July. Born-again 
believers often quote the fact that Jesus is coming 
very soon, that we will ‘‘leave it all behind’’ and 
that which we will keep is ‘‘that which we send on 
ahead.”’ 

But, do we often forget that one of the most ur- 
gent times of the year is harvest time? It is a 
joyous occasion, to be sure. It is a time when every 
hand is needed—a time when those that have 
spent precious time and money planting and culti- 
vating cannot afford to be skimpy in the invest- 
ment of workers and equipment to gather in the 
harvest. 

Fifty years ago a missionary would leave the 
shores of the United States and bury himself in the 
jungles somewhere to establish a single work. It 
seemed so insignificant in relation to the size of 


the whole world, but as we reflect back we recog- 
nize that the seeds were being planted. 

Now, from those mission fields the harvest, in 
the way of thousands of national workers, is being 
replanted again. Fields which were the receptors 
of years of mission work become the transmitters 
of that same evangelistic fervor. 

The original seed that was plantéd has repro- 
duced over and over again. Areas that have pre- 
viously been difficult to penetrate are now rejoic- 


ing in a great move of God. The world is seeing . 


revival in unprecedented dimensions. The next 36 


months will produce some of the most notable 


events of history. 


It is so clear to the sensitive Christian’s heart — 
that God is saying, ‘‘It is time to invest in My 
kingdom in proportions that you have never — 


dreamed of.”’ 


God wants His church to release into active pro- — 
duction for the kingdom, thousands of dollars — 
which will be Holy Spirit-germinated for multipli- © 
cation. In God’s economy such an investment does | 


two things. First, it returns to the investor many 


times that which he invests. And second, the — 


proper planting of that which God entrusts us with 
will produce a harvest of such abundance that 
others may enjoy the rich blessings of His grace. 

It seems almost unbelievable that God has 
entrusted us with the means to carry on His 
kingdom work. Source of that supply is God Him- 
self. The stewardship is entirely up to us. We 


choose just how those investments will return. — 


And, return they will! Dick Scott 


Mt. Vernon Bible College this 


past summer announced the ap- 
pointment of Rev. Glenn McAnally 
as campus pastor and Rev. Charles 
Middlebrook as academic dean. 
Both McAnally and Middlebrook 
are faculty members of this institu- 
tion. Tom Pentecost was appointed 
as Director of Stewardship for Mt. 
Vernon Bible College. 


Vice President and Mrs. H.P. 
Courtney are currently ministering 
in Korea, Hong Kong, and the 
Philippines in eight weeks of con- 
ferences. 

The Continental Congress on the 
Family in St. Louis, Mo., October 
13-17, will hear Dr. Ted Ward pre- 
dict a conflict growing toward the 


end of this century between the 
Christian Church and the secular 
society of North America. 


Retired: LIFE’s old elevator was 
retired this summer after nearly 30 
years of service. College adminis- 
tration reports, ‘‘The new replace- 
ment is much appreciated by 
faculty and students for its accuracy 
in leveling itself at each floor, its 
noiseless operation, and its failure 
to ‘breakdown’ at inappropriate 
times.” 

“‘We Hold These Truths’’ has 
been chosen as the theme for the 
February 18-24 International Four- 
square Convention to be held in 
Angelus Temple. Chairman M.E. 
Nicholls reports plans are being 


finalized for the seven-day conclave 
which will again include the 


ICM—Institute of Church Minis- — 


tries. ; 


The International Church of the ~ 
Foursquare Gospel was recently — 


listed among member churches of 
the Pentecostal Fellowship of North 


America. PFNA News noted the 


Foursquare Church as having 
113,636 members within the United 


States and Canada, ranking it as — 


the fifth largest group in the PFNA. 


PRESENT WITH THE LORD 
Cornelius P. Haggard, president 
of Azusa Pacific College, Azusa, 
Ca....Wiltiam J. Moore... .Vin- 
cente DeFante, Sr... .Mabel Weist 
Knepper. . .Marne Shaw. 
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Money and youth don’t always go together 
in abundance. But, Foursquare youth through- 
out the homeland who have a concern for 
souls around the world have found a way to 
put it all together. 

Throughout the U.S. and Canada this past 
summer, youth have given themselves to rais- 
ing missions money, much of which was pre- 
sented in their summer camp ingatherings. 

When southern youth were challenged to 
“rock around the clock” they had quite a 
different thing in mind than the popular song 
which suggests that theme. A rocking chair 
marathon in a shopping center secured pledges 
from interested adults who sponsored these 
teens by the hour. And, it also hooked some 
elderly “youth people” who rocked to raise 
mission money. 

Ping pong marathons, which lasted all 
night, bicycle marathons, and walking mara- 
thons put on plenty of miles and netted con- 
tributions. 

Some youth involved adults in pledging a 
day’s wages to missions. Others challenged 
adults to a basketball game. 

Art objects were high on the list of sellable 
items. 

And, feed them they did. Spaghetti, sub- 
marine sandwiches, breakfasts of all varieties, 
homemade ice cream, and pie by the piece. 


One of the best investments made by a mid- 
west group was the dollar they were given to 
put to work. One baked bread and sold it; a 
mother-daughter team made candy. The local 
grocery store purchased the tomatoes and 
beans harvested from the seeds purchased and 
planted by another. 

But, perhaps most unique was the result of 
the bike-a-thon in New Castle, Indiana. 

When all were encouraged to participate 
with their youth, it was learned that pastor's 
wife, Lovey Flowers, could not ride a bicycle. 
Her grandson, Blaine, volunteered to give her 
a ride on his motorcycle, promising to drive 
slowly. 

While on their ride in downtown New 
Castle, Blaine and his grandmother were in- 
volved in a traffic accident. His leg was badly 
broken; Mrs. Flowers suffered scratches and 
bruises. 

The policeman who attended the accident 
asked Mrs. Flowers if she had been drinking, 
to which she responded with her name and 
affiliation with the church. When the police- 
man asked her how old she was, she referred 
him to the County Court House in the 
Kentucky city where she was born, suggesting 
she did not want to reveal her age. 

Upon learning who she was, the policeman 
later apologized. 

Mrs. Flowers raised $100 from this bike ride! 


KOREAN 
ASSIGNMENT: 


Sandy Turner, staff member at L.I.F.E. Bible 

College for the past two years, has been 
assigned for a one-year term as Missionary 
Assist to the Korean field. Among other duties 
she will be serving as secretary to the Four- 
square missionary, Harold Muetzel. In grant- 
ing her leave of absence from the College's 
Department of Music, Director Steve Cauble 
said, “Rev. Muetzel will find Sandy a very 
capable person. Her ministry in this capacity 
should make a valuable contribution to our 
Foursquare mission in Korea.” 
_ “Having spent my childhood in a pastor's 
home, missions has always been on my heart,” 
Sandy stated. She wanted to know people of 
another culture and what is needed to win 
them to Christ, as well as helping to lighten 
the load of the missionaries. 

This, of course, is a primary reason for the 


_ Missionary Assist program which was estab- 


lished nearly 10 years ago and, since that time, 
has sponsored over 100 young men and 
women in short-term assignments in many 
countries of the world. 


NEW EDITOR 
ANNOUNCED: 


Business Manager Vincent R. Bird, an- 
nounced the appointment of Margaret Gomez 
as editor of the Foursquare World ADVANCE. 

Miss Gomez, a native southern Californian, 
comes to this position from a wide background 
of writing and Christian education. This past 
year she ministered at the Lynwood, Ca. Four- 
square Church, and prior to this in the eastern 
United States and Canada, including a teaching 
ministry at Mt. Vernon Bible College. 

In announcing Miss Gomez’ appointment, 
Dr. Bird states, “We are pleased to have 
Margaret join our staff. Her travels in the 
interest of Christian education and church min- 
istry have provided Margaret with a wide 
world vision of the Spirit's work in the Church 
today, and her association with the Foursquare 
Church since childhood gives a denominational 
orientation as well. We believe God has 
directed us in selecting Margaret Gomez for this 
vital ADVANCE ministry.” 

Miss Gomez assumed her new position 
October 1. 
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ROCK’'A 
MY SOUL: 


Margaret Gomez— 
to head ADVANCE 


se S wos 


Sandy Turner— 
bound for Korea 


REPORT FROM COLOMBIA: 


Spirit-filled nationals grow strong in 


the face of oppression. 


Man may have felt the possibilities for 
success of the Foursquare Church in Colombia 
were little in 1943, when the Claire Martins 
and the Paul Andersons arrived there. 

Their passage was on a small Colombian 
ship, during the blackouts of World War II. 
That same ship was torpedoed and sunk on its 
very next voyage. 

They knew no one, and had no strong 
direction as to where to begin their work in 
this large South American nation. 

The Methodist missionary station where 
they were invited to stay had been bombed by 
religious fanatics. 

And, as they arrived political persecution 
was beginning. No one would sell to these 
“evangelicos”; the open market was closed to 
them. The schools were not open to their chil- 
dren. 

But, God was not planning for the Colom- 
bian Foursquare Church to either begin or 
continue by natural means. He had carved a 
plan which in the years to come was to mine 
resources richer than the gold and emeralds 
which had made Colombia a prize for Spanish 
conquerors. 

God led these new missionaries to the city of 
Bucaramanga. Laws prohibited services from 
being advertised by hand-outs or tracts. Bricks 
or lighted objects often came through the 
window of the old mud-adobe house through 
which the little pump organ music floated. 


As the congregation grew, children were 
few, and the missionaries began praying for 
children. 
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When a man asked Rev. Anderson to begiill 
a day school, he felt they were too busy with 
“missionary work.” God's Spirit pricked his. 
heart, “Haven't you been praying for chil- 
dren”? “Yes, Lord,” he argued, “but this man 
wants a day school, not a Sunday school.” 
God said, “They are children.” And, the 
Christian day school “Colegio de Las Ameri- 
cas,” began. F 

Persecution made attendance at the govern-_ 
ment schools impossible for evangelical chil-- 
dren and many orphans which lived near-by. 
This school, now more than a quarter of a 
century later, enrolls several hundred children, 
and has graduated hundreds of fine Christians, | 
some of whom God has used to influence’ 
many for Christ. a 

Martins moved to the Caribbean coast port 
of Cartagena, to find the fishing boats there a 
fertile evangelistic field. They were invited te ‘ 
the primitive island of Boca Chica. But, the! 
weekly trips by sailboat weren't enough; they 
moved to live among these simple people for’ 
14 years. Several churches were established, 
many of which are currently pastored by 
national workers saved in these early services. i 

On the isle of Fuerte, God used Tomal 
Castro, the first national worker in Colombiay 
to declare the mighty work of God. 

One year this island suffered from a drought , 
leaving the crops nearly dead. Tomas called o | 
God, declaring that He could send rain. That 
very night the rains came, causing the people 
to believe in this God and to receive Him. 

The Martins established a Bible institute in 
Cartagena to train promising young workers. | 
Believers from this historic old seaport 
preached in neighboring towns and villages, 
and established churches which remain today. — 

Barrancabermeja lies 150 miles from Buca 
ramanga, on the mighty Magdalena River 
From the time missionaries, the Joseph Knapps 
arrived in this oil town to pioneer a church 
God blessed abundantly. But, with the blessiaay 
came great persecution. 

Pressures closed the church doors for mart 
months. But the church doubled. Then, after 
having worshipped together again for some 
time, the church was shut. This time the mis- 
sionaries and many believers were physically 
abused and harrassed. Some were martyred. 
When the church again opened, the congrega- 
tion would not fit—a bigger church was oil 
structed. Revival came and thousands mo 
were saved. > 

One of these converts was Ignacio Diaz, a 
guerrilla fighter. Dedicated to power and the 
control of man at any cost, Ignacio found 
himself suddenly under the control of a lo 
God whom he swore to serve with a —_ 
heart. | 
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_ God sent Ignacio back to his jungle hideout 
witness to former comrads, several of 
om were saved and today pastor Four- 

“square churches. 

_ After training in the Bible institute, God led 

Ignacio finally to the frontier city of Cucuta, 

near the Venezuelan border. In this city and 

surrounding areas, nearly two dozen churches 
ave been established through this man’s 

Bion. 

_ While natural forces continued to work to 

P out the Gospel, almost like the orchids 
mat grow riotously in Colombia, the full- 

pel message has broken out. Missionaries, 

| gry for a more fruitful ministry, were bap- 
tized with the Holy Spirit, and left their former 
ission. God led them to the Foursquare 

Church. Rev. and Mrs. John Firth were among 

these. 

__ The day the Firths arrived in Barranquilla as 

] ‘oursquare missionaries, an edict was released 

orbidding any “proselytising.” This meant 

they could not give out literature, visit, or in- 
vite people to come to hear the Gospel, and 
drove the Firths to prayer and fasting. The 

Lord spoke to confirm their call to pioneer this 

church, and to tell them He would build a 

church of 1,000 people. 

The struggle was great. As God manifested 
dimself in healing a blind woman, the Word 

as received and hundreds began attending. 

The floodgates burst and within a few months 

over 800 had been baptized with the Spirit. 

These then began seeking the Lord with prayer 

and fasting, and going to preach in other 
wns. 

_ Today, this church is pastored by a national 
astor and continues to sponsor outreach 

‘stations i in barrios and suburbs of this city. 

In the city of Bogota, God called the John 

Davies family to join with the Foursquare 

os. They began shepherding the churches 
this capital city, establishing them in sound 

trine. 


: STEWARDSHIP: 


“Where there’s a will, there’s a way,” the 
popular saying goes, and when it comes to your 
will and your estate the way is found in Isaiah 
38:1, “Thus saith the Lord, set thine house in 
order...” 

The Stewardship Department at Internation- 
al Church is prepared to show you the way to 
write your Christian will, or just as important, 
to update your existing will. We can help you 
tailor-make your will to fit your needs and de- 
‘sires; help you take advantage of tax breaks 
currently offered, and reduce costly probate 
)costs. Through estate planning we can assist 
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It was God's plan to move the Firths to this 
city when the Davies were on furlough. The 
Bogota church, recognizing their need to carry 
the message of hope and deliverance to others, 
began establishing congregations in city 
barrios and neighboring villages. The Bible in- 
stitute began training additional workers. 

God opened doors for the missionaries to 
minister in governmental agencies, to embassy 
personnel and leading businessmen, many of 
whom, with their families, have experienced 
salvation, been baptized with the Spirit, and 
delivered from many bondages. 

Convinced of the need for a Foursquare 
Church in Cali, one of Colombia’s major 
northern centers, the Davies moved in August, 
1975, to pioneer this new field. 

In spite of the fact that God has given the 
Foursquare Church in Colombia hundreds of 
indigenous churches and meeting places, in- 
cluding the three largest Protestant churches in 
that nation, the evangelism spirit of these 
people is not satisfied. 

In Barranquilla, the church continues to- 
wards its goal of 100 meetings of at least 100 in 
attendance each week. The fervor of evange- 
lism and ministry saturates the growing Buca- 
ramanga church. Bogota churches have just 
finished their central church which seats 600, 
while they have been establishing more than 
20 home meetings in that city and many more 
in surrounding cities. 

God has opened the path to the primitive 
Indian tribes which inhabit the mountain 
areas, and is calling Colombians to reach 
these. 

Saturating Colombia with the “knowledge 
of Him” has been the goal of missionaries and 
national workers. They have followed the 
Scripture in training all believers to minister in 
the full power of the Spirit. 

And, God has confirmed His Word, and is 
establishing His Church which cannot be pre- 
vailed against. 0 


you in puting your house in order. 

We believe the making of a Christian will can 
be one of the greatest moments of dedicated 
stewardship in your entire life. 

It is scriptural to make a will, and to have it 
properly drawn, for God instructs us to make 
provisions for our dependents. “But if any pro- 
vide not for his own, and especially for those of 


his own house, he hath denied the faith, and is \ 


worse than an infidel” (I Timothy 5:8). 

A peace of mind, and an overshadowing 
sense of security accompany the knowledge 
that you have completed your Christian stew- 
ardship to the best interest of your loved ones, 
and to the glory of God. 

If you don’t have a will, let us help you with 
the way. 0 


Charles Perry 
Director, 
Wills and Estate Planning 


OCTOBER FORUM: 
The Third World: 


Do They Want Us — What Is 


Leland Edwards 


1 Our Role? 


WHAT IS THE THIRD WORLD? 


William West, Missionary to the Philippines: 


The third world is those developing nations, 
many of which have previously served under 
colonial administrations, but now have won 
their independence and are seeking their own 


national identity. 


The Philippines is an example of this. They 
served under Spanish rule until 1899, and then 
under American military government, fol- 
lowed by Japanese occupation during World 


War II. Today they are an independent nation. 


Many of the African nations are merging 


into this third-world identity, too. 


Leland Edwards, Director of Foreign Missions: 


America. A good deal of Latin America, 


' this third-world classification. 


gling to survive independently. 


We could say the first world is Europe and the 
Middle East area. The second world, North 


Africa and some Asian countries come into 
Interestingly, we are now talking about the 


fourth world—those nations that may be inde- 
pendent, but are not developing; those strug- 
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WHAT IS THE THIRD WORLD DOING TO— 
EVANGELIZE THEIR OWN NATIONS AND 
OTHERS? 
Edwards: More and more of these countries — 
are developing indigenous churches—support- 
ing themselves and training their own people 
to evangelize not just their own nation, but 
beyond their borders. 
God has raised up, out of these people, pas- 
tors, teachers, evangelists, who are training in 
the Bible institutes and training centers. They. | 
have become missionary churches—sending | 
churches. 
West: The strong nationalistic trend in theséil 
countries is felt in the church. They want to be 
independent, to accept more responsibility. 
Some may see this as a threat. It is never a 
threat to missions to see a strong national 
church. That’s the purpose of missions—to 
create a church which can support and propa-' 
gate itself. 
In the Philippines there are 7,000 island 
with over 40 million people speaking over 100. 
dialects. Our growing church has three Bible 
schools and a membership of 17,000. But we 
only have five missionary units. This is a good | 
indication that the church is getting stronger. | 
And, now, the Philippine Church has sent 
missionaries to Japan, and soon to Indonesia. 


Edwards: Through the years on our Four- 
square mission fields, workers have been sent 
to neighboring areas. Chile sent workers 
to Argentina. Brazil sent them to Uruguay and 
Paraguay. Our first ministry in Colombia was 
by Panamanians, years before missionaries” 
were sent. | 

The Panama church spilled over into both 
Ecuador and Costa Rica. Nigeria has sent | 
workers to Dahomey and Ghana. 

Interestingly, most of these cases have been 
unplanned—the people had received the gospel 
and wanted to share it to others. But, now, as 
we see nations developing, they are developing 
plans for missionary ministry, and with solid 
results. : 

The Nigeria Church planned for the support 
and sending of workers to Ghana. The Philip- 
pine Church outlined the method for support- 
ing workers in Indonesia. Brazil has a mission- 
ary program to establish works in bordering 
nations. 


_ 


HOW DOES OUR FOREIGN MISSIONS 


PROGRAM FIT INTO THE EVANGELIZING 
OF THE THIRD WORLD? 


Edwards: We have a vital part! 

We must pool some resources with theirs. 
An example: currently a work is developing in 
a new section of Japan. This church is to be 
pastored by missionaries from the Foursquare 


_ Church in the Philippines. Our part in this is 


to assist with funds to help establish the work. 
Here is a case of “money resources” from 

here mixing with “people resources” from a 

national church to help evangelize a nation. 


West: And, that is good. This cooperative 
ministry goes back several years. The mission- 
ary took the gospel to the Philippines. The 
church was established and has become strong. 
The missionary role has been to stand with 
national leaders in planning and providing re- 
sources and guidance. As an auxiliary, we 


_ have shared principles and precepts, but they 
_have led in using these within their own 


culture. 
Our role is to instill within the third world 


_ the self-confidence and assurance that they can 


do the job. They can win their nation! They 
can support and send their own missionaries! 
We must help them develop and do this. 


Edwards: As explained elsewhere in the maga- 
zine, our policy has not been to send direct 
_ support to national workers. We continue to 
maintain this policy. However, we also recog- 
nize the need to be flexible and open to God's 
added direction. 

We are helping support the Filipino mission- 
aries in Japan until the work is self-supporting. 
This exception comes only after prayerful con- 


sideration by the missionaries, National 
| Board, and Missions Department. We are ac- 
countable to move as God directs. This work 
_is beyond our 1975 budget allowance, but it is 
imperative. God has opened this door miracu- 
_lously and He will provide. 


West: It is important, too, to recognize that 
| the initiation of such a project comes from the 
national church, as a result of a spontaneous 
move of God. 

‘While the national church must not see the 
' missionaries primarily as the source of income, 
it would be wrong for us, too, to withhold 
financial help and let a harvest spoil. We'd be 
accountable to God for that. 

We must not view the national church as 
“too poor to give.” This is wrong! When given 
the opportunity and presented with the chal- 
lenge, they can give! 
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WHAT ABOUT RELIEF TO THE FOURTH 
WORLD STRUGGLE? 


West: We begin to see the magnitude of this 
need in the third world countries. You can’t 
possibly feed all the people who even come to 
your local church. That is hard to accept. 
And, we still encourage our churches to 
minister to the needy; to participate in 
national disaster relief. 

However, we need to keep our sights on our 
main purpose—evangelism. And that is not 
really to minimize social needs. 


Edwards: Yes! Foursquare Missions dare not 
become a social action program. Our first re- 
sponsibility is to feed the spiritual man. 

A part of our mission fund is monies desig- 
nated for “relief.” Several times during the past 
months we have sent funds to aid in this 
respect. We did not have missionaries in Viet- 
nam, but we sent sizable sums through the 
World Relief Commission of NAE to Vietnam 
and to help with the refugees. In the Hon- 
duras, Nicaragua, and the Darwin, Australia 
disasters, funds were sent through our mission- 
aries to aid there. Monies received for emer- 
gency relief all go into this fund to help in 
future disasters and needs. 

Our churches in other nations do the same. 
At the time of the Managua earthquake 
Foursquare Churches in most Central Ameri- 
can countries took offerings for them. Jamaica 
sent several hundred dollars. 

When I was in a little church in a very poor 
section of Nicaragua last November, the 
pastor received an offering for Honduras. He 
counted it before the congregation—it was 
about $6.00—and presented it to one of our 
pastors from Honduras who was visiting there. 


West: That's an example of the care the third 
world is feeling for its own nations and others. 
It’s a supranational church; going beyond cul- 
tural and national barriers to reach the lost as 
quickly as possible. We must share with them 
in very practical ways, but always working 
with them to help make them able. 0 


William West 


REPORT FROM THE PHILIPPI 


Self-propagating 
self-governing churches are our gé 


O.. major area of mission interest today for 
the average American Christian is the question 
of direct support of national workers. 

As new missionaries, thrust out on our first 
mission venture, it was reinforced to us that 
truly indigenous churches are supposed to be 
self-supporting, self-governing and self-propa- 
gating—living organisms of Christ in life. The 
Lord placed us among a strong team of 
Filipino men and women who had a clear sense 
of how to make a mission work indigenous. 
And, I was to learn some vital wisdom from 
our Philippine national workers. 

I remember walking up the mountains with 
Rev. Francisco Pascual, early convert of Mis- 
sionary Grace Williams, as he shared much in- 
sight and counsel, gathered from his experi- 
ences as a pioneer worker and divisional 
supervisor. 

On one occasion he told of a friend who had 
been called to full-time Christian ministry, but 
who had decided to join a mission which 
would pay a stateside salary. In turn, he 
would hire Filipino pastors, also supported 
from stateside funds, to open and pioneer 
churches. 

Brother Pascual related how this friend had 
reported the opening of two new churches. 
Upon hearing this, he had jokingly chided the 
man to turn over these new works to our 
church. Brother Pascual knew that shortly 
after the church had been opened and a 
Filipino pastor appointed, the assistance would 
be stopped—with the view in mind that the 
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worker would establish a self-supp 
work. But, Brother Pascual also kni 
worker would leave, in search of 
mission that would hire him to do the sé 

As Rev. Pascual predicted, wher 
month pay-period allowed by the mis 
passed, the hired workers left their r 
churches, and the works closed. 

Using the strategy set forth in the | 
God—that the church is to be taug 
supporting principles as a part of dise 
these churches would probably not t 
closed. They would have remained livin; 
communities of spiritual reproduction, 
ing and carrying out their Christian nm 
bilities. q 

The principle the Lord has taught, m 
our mission in the Philippines but 
others, is that we should plant the sé 
allow the content of the soil to active 
seed to bring forth life. Then, wit 
natural environment, and out of it, W 
a healthy, growing plant. Other effo 
artificial and substitutionary. 

So it is with church-planting mii 
Unbiblical methods do not provide the: 
end. While it is true that many 
workers would chose to receive direct 
support funds, many would reject 
violation of principle. Only as 
becomes self-propagating and self-g 
will it survive the age it is destinec 
through. 

Our early pioneer missionaries ce 
projected the need for reaching the P| 
as much as possible, and as soon as p 
follows nearly true to form that 


ie ‘ever received in even the youngest 
ter works would be a missionary offer- 
projecting their intention to see all con- 
become aware of, and concerned for, the 
iched. 

ssions offerings are gathered and sent to 
listrict headquarters. The district super- 
and his council decide their use in evan- 
mn, church planting and pioneering, and 
mine how the pastor or worker will be 
ied while he works to establish a self- 
brting ministry. 

, with this, our mission also is involved 
ping to support Filipino national pioneer- 
lastors and workers, presently both in the 
ppines and Japan, and shortly also in In- 


ch year, as determined by our Filipino 
pnal Board, funds are requested from the 
jonary Cabinet in Los Angeles, to supple- 
jand undergird our church pioneering and 
pelism fund. These funds are put with the 
ino church missionary offerings and to- 
it these monies help to hasten the harvest. 
® worker is responsible to the district 
cil and supervisor for the progress of his 
, with the end in mind of depending upon 
pngregation for his livelihood. Generally 
ing, there are not sufficient funds to pro- 
or all the needs; the greatest part of de- 
ence is on the Lord, not on district assis- 


bce the bulk of our funds come from local 

6 missions offerings, the prayer and 
cial support for our pioneering works is 
g among our established congregations. 
boosts the pioneer pastors and their con- 


gregations, too. Growth is seemingly stimu- 
lated, self-determination is energized, and local 
initiative is encouraged and thrives. 

Pastors and workers primarily interested in 
financial advancement will tend away from the 
ministry; only those truly committed to their 
calling will remain steadfast until their work is 
established. 

As a Foursquare ministry in the Philippines, 
both the missionary and Philippine National 
Church leadership are committed to our pres- 
ent method of financial operation. Our nation- 
al pastor and workers feel a deep responsibility 
for the use and handling of these funds. And, 
they are supervised and helped in setting up an 
on-going program and ministry. 

Accountability as a good steward of a God- 
given ministry in giving, receiving and preach- 
ing the unsearchable riches of God are essen- 
tial and Scriptural in building the kingdom of 
God. 

God has built into the structural fiber of the 
Church all the discipline necessary for proper 
nurture. Any other “quick” way will not pro- 
duce the desired end; short cuts are less than 
desirable. 

Our missions giving from the Philippine 
Church reached its highest this last year. We 
are experiencing record breaking attendances 
in all three Bible Colleges. The thrust of TEE is 
rising, and thus, the prospects of growth shine 
brightly. 

Presently there are about 500 churches and 
meeting places in the Philippines. Our Philip- 
pine Church has set its goal to establish 800 
churches by 1980. They are committed to a 
task of discipling individuals to do just this. 


REPORT FROM MEXICO: 


Persecution has forced us to 
rely on God’s miracle power. 


FRANK AND JUVENTINA MONCIVAIZ 


Stones! They came from all directions. Eight- 
year old Danny marveled at the courage of his 
father, and huddled in his mother’s arms. 

Slowly Frank Moncivaiz manuevered the old 
car through the mob and down the narrow 
mountain road back to Chitre, a provincial 
capital in the interior of Panama. 

In spite of the almost constant harrassment 
and persecution, Frank and Juventina Monci- 
vaiz knew God had sent them here. 

Their introduction to missionary ministry, 
now more than 40 years ago, had not been an 
unpleasant experience for the Frank Monci- 
vaizes. Although their dream was to minister in 
Mexico, God had directed them to Panama. 
They sailed with their two month old son, 
Danny. 

While God blessed their ministry in Panama 
City, the interior city of Chitre, about 160 miles 
from the national capital, became their goal. 
“We had not lost sight of Mexico, but for some 
reason God was leaving us in Panama. 

“Chitre was not at first hospitable. The 
governing church had stirred up the people 
against we ‘heretics,’ in an attempt to drive us 
out. 

“We began by gaining permission to play the 
trumpet in the central plaza, a novelty to this 
primitive area where there was little entertain- 
ment. When the crowd gathered, we preached 
to them. 

“One day as we preached, a man, waving a 
dagger and yelling insults, approached the 
crowd on his horse. When we ignored his re- 
marks, he dismounted, and ran towards us with 
his dagger gleaming and his insults increasing. 

“He was about three feet from us, when a 
man in the crowd restrained him.” 

Slowly families began to respond to the Gos- 
pel. Many were healed by the power of God. 
But, then things got worse. 

“We were gathered in a home one evening. In 
came the mayor. He sat through the service and 
later explained he had come to see if we were 
preaching what the mob had said. 

“A group of men was waiting outside to tie 
my wife and I to horses and drag us through the 
streets. They had asked the mayor's permis- 
sion, telling him we preached doctrines con- 


trary to the Bible. While he was not in sym- 
pathy with the Protestants, he had refused his 
permission until hearing what we had to say. 

“The mayor congratulated us on our mes- 
sage, telling us, ‘This is just what we need.’ God 
gave us further favor through this.” 

Frank Moncivaiz visited the villages sur- 
rounding Chitre. The narrow jungle roads were 
ideal for ambush and harm. “One ‘evening 
Christians in the village had heard a mob was 
gathering on the road to kill us as we returned 
that evening to Chitre. 

“As we traveled down the rough, small road, 
we prayed and trembled. As we approached the 
ambush site our car stopped. 

“There was nothing to do but take the crank, 
go to the front of the car and try to start it. It 
was frightening. 

“As I got out, went to the back to get the 
crank, and neared the front of the car, a rustle 
in the jungle bush made us pray more. But 
nothing happened. We started the car and 
drove home safely. 

“Some weeks later we learned the ‘mob’ had 
dwindled to one man who was ready to beat us. 
The crank in my hand appeared to him as a 
machine gun; he became frantic and ran.” 

Not unaware of the power of the Gospel, but 
not always seeing its immediate results, the 
Moncivaizes did not learn until many years 
after leaving Panama that the young man who 
often had led the stonings and persecutions was 
saved, had become a policeman, and was now 
defending those he had so fervently fought. 

God used the diligent efforts of these pioneer 
missionaries to open this entire portion of 
Panama and to establish many churches there 
which continue to minister today under the 
leadership of national pastors. 

After nine years of ministry in the interior, 
the Moncivaizes returned to the States. “We 
still desired to go to Mexico. It was during 
World War II, and we had learned that Mexico 
had closed its borders to all gospel preachers 
who were not native born. Our hearts leaped!” 

Both Frank and Juventina Moncivaiz had 
been born in Mexico, but had come to the 
United States when they were very small. 

“My wife was a few months old; I was seven 
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“They had asked \ ae: 


the mayor for 
permission to kill us.” 


years old. We had not met until we were young 
adults enrolled at LIFE Bible College. We were 
married one year before leaving for Panama. 

“Now we began to see that, even at our birth, 
God had planned His work for us in our native 
country. In 1943 we were appointed to pioneer 
the Foursquare Church in Mexico.” 

Arriving in Monterrey, then a city of about 
350,000, the Moncivaizes saw God begin im- 
mediately to confirm their call. 

With no church available, and government 
rule prohibiting open-air meetings, services 
began in a home. From that very first service of 
one dozen people, God provided a lot upon 
which to build a church. 

“We were criticized for settling on the out- 
skirts of Monterrey,” Rev. Moncivaiz recalls. 
“The city was growing, but to many this 
seemed too far from the center of the city. At 
that time houses in this area were built on skids. 
As the city expanded, the families pulled their 
houses further outside the city. 

“We have rejoiced over God's guidance in 
this many times. We bought two lots on a 
corner, and today our church sits very close to 
the city center.” 

God began to manifest Himself as Savior and 
Healer. “A man with a severe injury, sustained 
when he fell from a tree, came one evening. He 
could only walk with the help of a body and leg 
brace. God miraculously healed him. This 
brought others. 

“Our original church expanded three times, 
until in 1966, the original building was almost 
completely replaced by new facilities.” 

Known as the “Pittsburg of Mexico,” Mon- 
terrey now has more than one million people, 
and eleven Foursquare Churches. 

Son, Dan, left his parents to attend LIFE 
Bible College in Los Angeles. He returned in 
1951 to pastor the central church in Monterrey. 

The enemy used many methods to keep the 
Gospel from eager hearers. One such time came 
to Dan when he was denounced as a smuggler. 

“An accusing letter was sent to the Immigra- 
tion Department, declaring I had bribed a 
border guard. The officer warned me I could be 
deported within 24 hours. He said he would in- 
vestigate the charges, but that we should pre- 


pare to leave. 

“I was shaken! As we talked, I prayed, 
impressed to ask for grace to love this man, and 
for understanding as to what I should do. 

“As the man showed me the letter again, 
suddenly the mistakes became apparent— 
among them the accusation that I had bribed 
American authorities, who have no jurisdiction 
for admitting me. When I pointed out this and 
other errors to the official, he was amazed. The 
charges were dismissed and I was free to stay. 

“In 1960 the Bible Institutes we had prayed 
for so long became a reality,” Danny recalls. 
“Lydia, my wife, and I had the privilege of 
ministering in this school, and seeing fine 
national leadership develop. Today, the 87 
churches in Mexico are pastored by ministers 
trained in one of the two Bible schools now in 
this country.” 

One of these graduates was Humberto Paz. 

Humberto’s mother was deeply superstitious. 
Weekly, she hired a woman to drive the bad 
luck from her house. With the branches of the 
pirul tree, the woman swept every wall, and 
then lined up the family members to sweep 
them, too. Humberto didn’t like this. 

And, Humberto’s mother didn’t like her chil- 
dren attending the Foursquare Sunday school. 
In fact, she often gave them money to attend 
the theatre instead. Humberto, not always an 
obedient boy, took his money to church and 
put it into the offering. During one of these 
visits he received Jesus as Savior. 

Mrs. Paz noticed Humberto’s new life and 
received Christ, too. 

After finishing his university study in Mon- 
terrey, Humberto graduated from LIFE Bible 
College in Los Angeles. Just this year he and his 
wife were appointed as missionaries to Mexico. 

After 44 years of missionary ministry, one of 
Frank and Juventina’s “spiritual sons” has re- 
turned, much as they did, as a missionary to his 
own country. With Humberto Paz stands a host 
of trained national pastors and workers who 
assume the increasing responsibility for reach- 
ing their nation for Christ. 0 
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INTERNATIONAL UPDATE 


DATELINE: Latin America 
Guatemala— A church was 
pioneered in one of the large 
housing developments in San 
Francisco, a suburb of Guate- 
mala City. Property has been 
purchased and plans are being 
drawn for a building here. The 
sanctuary of the Central Church 
is being enlarged. There are 
now more than 50 congrega- 
tions; over half of which have 
their own properties. The TEE 
program is expanding, with sev- 
eral new centers established. 

El Salvador — On this field, an 
outgrowth of the church in Hon- 
duras, plans are underway to 
work a similar program as Gua- 
temala—to begin a new church 
in a new housing development 
of 3,000 middle-class homes. 
Honduras — The north coast is 
rebuilding from hurricane Fifi. A 
new well and water system for 
two towns is being paid for from 
relief funds. The Mike Weilins, 
missionary assists and chil- 
dren's workers, are moving into 
children’s crusades in Teguci- 
galpa. Missionary Dean Truett 
has conducted several crusades 
in Honduras and Nicaragua. 
Nicaragua — New property has 
been purchased in Managua, 
where the old church building 
was destroyed by the 1973 
earthquake. Newly appointed 
missionaries, the James Walk- 
ers, will Soon construct the new 
church building. 

Costa Rica — Tremendous 
growth has come in San Jose in 
the past few months. Ways are 
being sought to expand the 
present facilities. In November 
the Bible Institute in the Banana 
Zone will graduate its first class. 
This Bible school, headed by 
Missionary Jackie Coppens, will 
be working very heavily with TEE 
materials. Mrs. Pritchett is 
translating TEE materials. 
Panama — Fifteen TEE exten- 
sion centers in Panama now 
enroll over 250. Edgar Coombs 
leads in translating TEE materi- 


als, and conducting missionary 
conferences here. Mr. Coombs 
was also appointed as coordina- 
tor of the Foursquare Church in 
Panama and Central America. 
New Appointees, the Bruce 
Donhams, now pastor the 
American church in the Canal 
Zone. 


In the Choco language, the book 
of John is completed and has 
been sent to the Bible Society. 
Colombia — Construction of 
the central church, seating over 
600, in Bogota, is being com- 
pleted. This is the seventh 
Foursquare Church in Bogota. 
Cucuta is a city in eastern 
Colombia with some 17 Four- 
square Churches. Missionaries 
John Davies are presently pio- 
neering in the large city of Cali 
in 1975, a new ‘area for the 
Foursquare Church. Barran- 
quilla, Bucaramanga and Bar- 
rancabermeja Foursquare 
churches continue to lead evan- 
gelical church attendance for 
this nation. 

Venezuela — San _ Cristobal’s 
central church has purchased 
new property for a larger church 
building. New churches have 
begun in Caracas and Valencia, 
and numerous branch works 
have begun from these major 
centers. 

Ecuador — The Guayaquil cen- 
tral church is currently con- 
structing a new building on a 
new location, replacing the 
open tabernacle which has 
served for many years. This new 
three-story facility will house 
district offices, the central 


church, and the Bible school.. 


New missionaries, the John 
Douglases, were appointed to 
Ecuador in 1974. 

In Bolivia additional primitive, 
and previously unreached tribes 
are being contacted far back in 
the jungle. 

The Ron Fordyces now pastor 
the Quito Houses of Happiness 
church which ministers to the 
orphaned cildren and the neigh- 
boring community. 

Chile — The Glenn Pummels 
were appointed as missionaries 
to this nation, and reside in 
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Santiago, the capital city. Sam 
Oppenheim has conducted 12 
six-day meetings here, with 922 
decisions for Christ. He has also 
ministered in Colombia and 
Ecuador. 

Argentina — This nation now 
has four Bible schools. Out- 
standing growth has come 
among the Indians in the north, 
with the last few months yielding 
the greatest growth yet. 

Brazil — Brazil continues to pi- 
oneer newchurches and hold 
large evangelistic campaigns. 
Bible school training, particu- 


larly through correspondence 
courses and branch schools, is 
on the increase, training work- 
ers for these new works. 

Mexico — A new summer 
camp at Valle de La Trinidad, 
between Tijuana and Mexicali, 
recently concluded a very pro- 
fitable summer ministry. Mexi- 
cali Bible school provides the 
churches in that surrounding 
area with trained pastors. The 
Monterrey work is expanding 
and this Bible college continues 
very strong. Tremendous growth 
has come in Ciudad Juarez, 
pastored by Gabino Guerrero. 
Five new works have opened in 
this area. In cooperation with 
the Southwest District, a large 
meeting in the Nogales bull ring 
brought many to Christ, includ- 
ing a former dope pusher who 
has begun a work in Ciudad 
Obregon. Rev. and Mrs. Hum- 
berto Paz were recently ap- 
pointed as missionaries to this 
nation. 


DATELINE: The Caribbean 
Puerto Rico — The third church 
in the city-of Ponce has pur- 
chased a_ former Catholic 
Church. The work in Bayamon 
has experienced substantial 
growth this past year. 

Jamaica — New congregations 
are continually started on this 
island. The central church in 
Kingston consistently has a 
Sunday school attendance of 
about 1,200. The construction 
of a new camp facility will pro- 


vide a much-needed avenue of — 


ministry in 
people. 


reaching young 


DATELINE: The Pacific 
Australia — A new Bible col- 
lege building is being completed 
adjacent to the Perth church. A 
summer camp has been devel- 
oped. Pastor's conferences this 
year provided several days of 
inspiration and training, particu- 
larly in the Christian education 
ministry, taught by Peggy Bar- 
ger. A congregation was also 
established on the eastern coast 
_ city near Sidney. 
New Guinea — Having become 
an independent nation within the 
past few months, New Guinea is 
in a period of change. Many 
strong national leaders are 
emerging in the church there. 
This has come about as a result 
of two ministries—education 
and Bible training. The Pidgin 
, schools continue to train and 
- evangelize primitive and unedu- 
cated nationals, also. 


DATELINE: Asia 

The Philippines— The TEE pro- 
gram has developed into a very 
strong ministry in these islands. 
Progress is being made toward 
their goal of 800 churches by 


1980. The Mindanao District 
Bible college has reached an 
all-time high enrollment of 174 
students, with 32 graduates re- 
ceiving assignments in 1975. 
‘The Davao Christian day school 
has its largest enrollment in 
history—402 pupils. A new ex- 
tension school was begun 
among the Mansakas, a tribal 
people, to provide the much- 
needed lay pastors in this area. 
Final plans are being laid by 
the Philippine Church for send- 


ing missionaries to Indonesia. 
The International Missions De- 
partment will assist the Philip- 
pine Church to launch this pro- 
gram. The Philippine Church 
also continues to help support 
missionaries to Japan. 
Hong Kong — The Gary Loops 
became new missionaries here 
last year. Outstanding growth 
was reported from the two 
churches in Kowloon, both 
spiritually and numerically. Mis- 
sionary Ron Williams plans to 
begin a Bible Training Center 
before the end of the year. 
Macau — A fine congregation 
is forming in our first church in 
Macau. Application has been 
made to the Portuguese govern- 
ment for official recognition of 
our church in this colony. The 
orphanage, which has operated 
here for many years, continues 
its ministry to the underprivi- 
leged children. 
Korea — Recently, 457 were 
baptized in water in one of the 
Taejon city bath houses. The 
student church is progressing 
and other student ministries are 
growing. An outstanding land- 
mark is the establishing of other 
congregations in this city. 
Japan —.An outstanding work 
in the southern main island of 
Japan recently joined the Four- 
square Church there, offering its 
church properties and calling for 
a Foursquare pastor. U.S. funds 
are helping the Japanese 
Church in this special ministry. 
Since the island of Okinawa 
again became a part of Japan, it 
is no longer considered a sepa- 
rate work, but is a part of the 
Japanese field. Under National 
leadership the work continues to 
grow on that archipelago. 


Lebanon — In the midst of civil 
strife, the work here is growing. 
Rev. Malki traveled to Cairo, 
Egypt, speaking in special con- 
ferences, and now each month 
ministers in Syria, to the city of 
Damascus, where a small group 
of believers have gathered. The 
camping program conducted 
just outside Beruit reaches 
people from all over the Middle 
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DATELINE: Africa 
Nigeria— The main church in 
the city of Yaba continues to see 
revival and outstanding growth. 
This church is making final 
preparations to construct a very 
large facility, as Sunday atten- 
dances are over 1,600. Gradu- 
ates from the Bible school there 
have begun works in Dahomy, 
and during 1975 the Nigerian 
Church sent a_ well-qualified 
minister and businessman to the 
capital city of Accra, in Ghana. 
A real work of God has given an 
excellent beginning to this 
church. 

South Africa — This solid work 
is expanding, with new works 
starting among other tribal 


people. Plans are underway to 
establish congregations in the 
principle cities, to minister to 
people of all cultures. 


= va 
DATELINE: Europe 
Spain — The Robert Aguirres 
are working to secure residence 
permits, necessary to work with 
liberty and to establish a Four- 
square congregation. Rev. 
Aguirre has conducted special 
campaigns and conferences this 


year. 
Greece — Rev. and Mrs. 
Denos continue their home 


Bible studies. Pray for increased 
liberty to preach God's Word in 
this nation. Rev. Denos has re- 
cently ministered in Yugoslavia 
as well. 
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Jerry Coo 
Pastor, East Hill 
Foursquare Church, 
Gresham, Or. 


THE LOCAL CHURCH: 


Mission involvement has expanded 
every member’s horizons. 


With shame, I must confess until recently 
world missions for me was still in the child- 
hood fantasy land I had created from stories, 
books, films, and brief encounters with “mis- 
sionaries,” (who, by the way, always caught 
me off guard with their humanness, profound 
simplicity and great love for people). But then, 
a concept began to emerge in our minds. 

Members of the body in which I minister 
traffic the world. They do so in their business 
and leisure, or, if not directly, they watch the 
world nightly in living color in their own front 
room. 

Mobility and media are two great assets our 
age possesses. Our sophisticated ability in 
these and other allied technologies have al- 
lowed us to transcend earth travel, to probe 
into the marvels of space. We have made a 
river out of the Atlantic Ocean and are quickly 
reducing the Pacific to a pond measured in 
minutes rather than miles or days. These and 
other unique qualities must have profound 
effect upon any view of world missions. 

The concept which was emerging was not 
one of “foreign” missions, but of world evan- 
gelism. Neither this concept nor the term were 
new to us. What was new was that, because of 
our shrinking world and blossoming technolo- 
gy, the term “foreign” only applied to culture, 
not to distance. It was startling and exciting to 
realize there need be no limitations on either 
the scope or influence of a single body of 
believers. 

The compartmentalization that had so neat- 
ly separated us from something called foreign 
was gone now; a singular view that extended 
beyond borders of countries and continents 
had begun to etch itself into our awareness. 

We, as a congregation, desperately needed 
someone to help us focus. On any given 
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Sunday morning we worship with 1200 to 
1400 people, with another 500 to 600 meeting 
in classes during the second service. These are 
some of the more than 3,000 that currently 
consider the East Hill Foursquare Church their 
home. 

Our body is made up of people from all 
possible denominational flavors and _back- 
grounds—and a good many with no religious 
background. For the vast majority there had 


never been a view of vital Christianity, let — 


alone any ideas concerning world evangelism. 


For most, their view of “missions” was even — 


more inaccurate and outdated than my own. 


I went first to the staff pastors. Then we — 
went to the elders, and prayer was begun for ~ 


God to give us direction. 


Dick Scott in the Missions Department was ; 
contacted, and he agreed to come to begin | 


what seemed like a huge educational process. 


Dick’s masterful presentation of a worldwide — 
body of believers, of which we were a vital | 
part, was an important beginning. Out of | 


those World Evangelism Seminars came sever- 
al conclusions: 


1. We had been quite shortsighted as a 


body. 


2. The Holy Spirt had planted a world con- — 
these — 
seminars brought us into the open and — 


cern in the hearts of hundreds; 


focused our concern. 

3. It was time to act. 

4. We did not want one big offering, but a 
continuing involvement. 


East Hill Church is not now a major mis- — 
sionary factor either in the world or in its de- — 
nomination. There is, however, a most signifi- 


cant change taking place in our hearts. We are 


being stretched beyond our previous borders. — 
We are beginning to talk about the church in ~ 
the world. Out of our seminars came four | 


action formulas: 


1. Commit a tithe-on-tithes of the general — 
i 


church income to missions. 


| 
2. Commit a tithe-on-tithes of our personal 


income to missions. Pa 
3. Involve ourselves in a specific ministry | 


for one year. 

4. Have the pastor visit areas of missionary 
endeavor to become more broadly ac- 
quainted with the church in the world. 


For us, this is a beginning; perhaps the first 
faltering step off our front porch. But, we be- | 
lieve we will learn to walk and even run; at | 


least we have begun to move. 

These things are not new; they are views ' 
that have been a part of our denomination for 
many years. What is fresh for us is that it is” 
not something we programmed or worked at. 
God, by His Holy Spirit, put a world in the 
hearts of a group of people, and we are signing © 
up for the great commission. 0 
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RAYMOND COX: 
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particular crisis. 
_ not involve America definitely or indepen- 


ing American 


current 
events 
comments 


Has the crisis concerning U.S. military 
bases in Turkey any connection with Bible 
prophecy? That question surfaced when 
Turkey’s government commenced confiscat- 
installations in retaliation 
against refusal by Congress to resume arms 
shipments suspended because Turks used 


_ American weapons in the 1974 invasion of 


Cyprus. 
Of course, Scripture did not predict this 
Probably, prophecy does 


- dently at all, a view some suppose incredi- 
ble—almost a blow to pride—since America 
is, or has been, the world’s greatest nation. 
Some appeal to Isaiah 18, but that nation is 


clearly Egypt. 


If America appears at all in prophecy it 
does so indirectly, probably as one of the 
“young lions’’ (Ezekiel 38:13) protesting a 


- Russian-led invasion of Israel. That invasion 


\ 


is still future. Nothing remotely resembling 
fulfillment of Ezekiel 38 and 39 has yet 


~ transpired. But one day this passage will 
unfold to the letter! 


; “Rosh’’, 


God identifies the agressor nation as 
the name which anciently indi- 


BOOK BRIEFS: 
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STOP THE WORLD, I WANT TO GET ON, 


R C. Peter Wagner, $2.25. 


Got a thing in your head that says the field 
of, missions is old-fashioned or dull? ‘Peter 
‘Wagner says, “Look again.” He states that the 


first century with Pentecost and all was just a 


_ pilot project in comparison to what is happen- 


ing today! 


: sionary,”’ 


“Every Christian is a witness, but not a mis- 
Author Wagner points out. This 
-teview of the world of missions today and how 
it is moving also reviews the Bible’s teaching on 
spiritual gifts and helps you decide whether or 
Not you are really a missionary — just in case 
you may happen to be one. 


-HOW TO GROW A CHURCH, by Donald A. 


_ McGavran, with Win Arn, Regal, $3.25. 


Why are so many people turning to thera- 
“pists, encounter groups and occultism, instead 


of to God? 


- 
® 


cated what is now Russia. For some reason 
King James’ translators omitted ‘‘Rosh’’ 
(Ezekiel 38:3; 39:1). The celebrated scholar 
Gesenius insisted that ‘‘’Meshech and 
Tubal’’ represented exact Hebrew equiva- 
lents of Moscow, Russia’s present capital, 
Ae ea the ancient Siberian capital 
(ibid.) 

Ezekiel envisioned an invasion from the | 
north (38:15; 39:2). The only nation north of | 
Israel militarily capable of leading such 
aggression is Russia. But Turkish territory 
seems a major barrier separating Russia 
from Israel. Turkey, though officially Mos- 
lem, has hitherto remained friendly to 
Israel. 


Before this gets into print, a compromise 
may reconcile the NATO allies, retaining 
American presence in Turkey. But eventu- 
ally Russia must march through Turkey, in- 
vading Israel from the north. This is not the 
battle of Armageddon when all nations 
attack Israel at the end of the tribulation, 
nor should you confuse it with a later battle 
of Gog and Magog after the Millenium 
(Rev. 20:8). This attack might precede the 
rapture, though it seems more likely that 
Russia would exploit the confusion caused 
by disappearance of millions as occasion to 
launch the invasion. 

The current crisis, if it persists, could 
facilitate Russian movements by eliminating 
American deterrents. At any rate, God will 
intervene, deliver Israel, and destroy Russia 
asa military power. Ezekiel 38 and 39 give 
the details! O 


Why are they saying the church has no place 
in society today? 

Maybe it’s because churches sometimes lack 
growth, an essential element in serving Christ 
effectively. 

This book sets forth principles of church 
growth which have proven successful around 
the world and focuses them on the American 
scene. These authors use a conversational for- 
mat to propose that where there is a living 
church and non-Christians, there is an oppor- 
tunity for growth. 


GOD'S WAY TO KEEP A CHURCH GOING 
AND GROWING, by Vergil Gerber, Regal, 
$2.25. 

This manual fills a need for church leaders 
and may mark the beginning of a new era in 
evangelism at home and abroad for evangelism 
and church growth. 

Designed to help the church evaluate its 
evangelistic programs, this book also gives 
effective how-to-go-about-it methods of devel- 
oping the church’s evangelistic potential. 
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